ENCLOSURES (16) BUREAU 

BU 100-428091 
NY 100-13^637 


May 20, 1?6V. 

Fidel Castro, First Secretary, 
United Party of the Socialist Revolution, 
Havana, Cuba 

Dear Comrade Castro: ^ 

I bring you the best and most %eartfelt 1 .IV— .K* 
greetings from my General Secretary, Comrade pus :#ail . ,(..»" 

As for myself, e|iiwvolutldnary of long . i ; 
standing, I want to express my deep satisfaction to have 
come to your beautiful country, the first land building socia- 
lism in America, aifter a long and arduous journeylof 15,000 1 ,- 
miles and 25 days J . ! 

! My presence here indicates the importance .-^ 
that our Party attaches to the historic emergence of ; the ' 
first socialist revolution in the Americas, and tlie' burden that- If 
your people carry to defend it* i ) • 

We , th e North Amer iean Oommunis ts f whose | '■ 

noble mission and task it is to win the people of four country [ ! 
for the socialist way but. feel very keenly our iriternat^lonal 

solidarity and responsibility for Cuba. Therefore', we are f ; i 
seaking the closest possible contact with you in order to make "'■ : "!' 

our contribution in this serious moment of S. A^ blockade ! 
and invation threat to ycur country* ^: 

My General Secretary, G us Hall, is, very ' 
much concerned, and has therefore commissioned. me£to make this |','.~ 
trip and to- bring to vou T a; personal letter from . him » » " ^^^r^ 

' - I hope that after you have given this letter 
your serious consideration, I^may be able to take; ^with me your A 
answer. , ' / ; ; .- ''; •• '• ' . . . . • 

We earnestly trust that this exchange will : : 
help our Marxist Leninist Parties to work closely together againsg 
our common enemy- :AMBRICAN IMPERIALISM. 

: ^n closing I w*sh to express to you % ' s fcnBjeV< '.}" 
Supreme Commander of the CuBan Revolution, my highest esteem 
a^nd admiration. "' ' ! ! . | i 

With Revolutionary greetihngs, 


Calia Sanches, Secretary 

FfcdaiCafit#oy V— ."\ ,. M ■ . . - , 

Havana, Cuba . . ; :i i v > 

©ear Celia Sanchez: - V"^", 

:'"v. J ., • \ I wisW to extend agr-deep appreciation ! 
for the hospitality shoim, me dusting aay .brief stay in .your [ 
country. . Although limited / I ^as able /to. witness in these 
day* of the alert ^ the spirit and invinftibiUty ojf your 

people* 'r - • • • : - - .. 7 " ! 

■ ' '• I leava your beautiful ' land .for . home* i 

land via Mascotf* a commentary on the difficulties you en- 
to from the : criminal blockade and ve in the form of perse- 
cution of our Party and the ban on travel* 

'V:'- f V -• >j> "-.A* .a''fOT0lutio&??t of long: standing, I ' ■! 

imnt to sta$e that although my spirits are high for having ! 

had the privilege of /visiting the lane* of socialism in the i 
Americas* I leave with a heavy heart, having failed in m$ 

mission to transmit the letter of Gua ^ally ^7; Goni&ral i 

; v? S^wjba«y fi ; ^'raqmp?-. &\'§oas;aM &&*l\Caa&6*/ p - ' - ! 

' v. . - ; * To. ensure continuoua contact between our ■ '! : 
tsc6 Marxist Leninist %rties/ in^our common struggle against ! 
Imperialism, we have sent to yoiar comtry, eight months - .-\ ; 
.^go^^to'-eXi^riencM , and^tr^te^eoirada",^Saatric©' Johnson," ; ; . 
aa btir; representative and aa ^orr^apon^ant for, the Worker". 
She. has-been sending regular dispatches and articles iEfoiii- ; 
•Ing- ua-'ief'^th^-'.'prb^'aa'' ii£<s©eialiit. co*i3trirction and the 
heroic struggle of the Cuban people . in combatting subversion, 
. harraseiient bM leva slon ; threat* -;' • ,'. * n ; v^' ' ; ' 

'■ h '• • ' ' We- trust that h$r presence here will conti- 
nue ^''provide; the^ahicle-for^^'-cloaer exchange of /materials^ 
information'. aM'-opi&i0ns^o& :the^best-/^y to tfBbilifci-'.tbe; 1 )*> 
American people in support of theCuban socialist EevolutionJ 
Wo wish: to thank you for the aid ym have given her to lake [ 
her^^r^ eff^t^v .-.Y< ; : '"-i. ■ /,vV :. ^ 

\-? ; <; c \'j • '.fffc, are @f cowsG: aiwaitinE Coinrado.CastPo's \-~. 
answer to the personal lettervdf Qua -Hall and would appreciate 
it greatly if it is sent in the next day, so £feat I Blight 
.take it, with ae» To eacpedite tottersi we suggest that it: be 
sent; ti to,y6 t iir Ambassador Ifr. Hbttcpi^tift^ps. Clivals • Sanchea» / 


April 15, XS&t 

Comrade Fidel Castro 
First Secretary 

United Party of the socialist devolution 

Havana, Cuba 

Dear Comrade Castro: 

One of the factors that has complicated for us the 
establishment of closer ties and has even added some confusion 
is the factt- that the head of the law firm that represents the 
Cuban Government here on legal matters is an active anti-Party 
force here. Victor Rabindwits was a member of our Party until 
a few years ago. Now for some time he has been very active 
and iii many ways the political guide, with a small group of 
individuals headed by Milt Rosen and 


Both of these 


Individuals were expelled from the Communist Party two years 
ago for their anti-Party activities. They fallowed a narrow 
irresponsible line that included provocations that finally 
culminated in their taking organizational steps to liquidate 
the Party right during the very crucial days when the United 1 
States Supreme Court came through with its McCarran Act decision 
against our Party. Since then they have organised themselves 
into a small disruptive group called "Progressive Labor". They 
issue a monthly newspaper and a quarterly magazine. Victor 
Rabinowits does not do much publicly but is very active in 
inner circles of this group and, I believe, is the main financial 
support for their activities. 


On occasion we have tried to send word about this 
changed relationship with Rabinowita to our Party, X have 
done this not with any intention of even suggesting what, if 
anything* you want to or should do about it, but only so that 
you would know that we cannot trust him in anything political 
and that we have not been able to utilise him to pass on any 
thoughts because of these anti-Party attitudes. This grouping 
has a complete negative attitude about the possibilities of 
influencing the people of the United States on any question. 

Believe me when I say that r I fully appreciate that 
you must have thousands of these type of small problems but 
I only include it here because of this real opportunity to 
raise questions with you. 

With revolutionary greetings, 


Gus Hall 

General Secretary 
National Committee 
Communist Party* united states 
of America 


Mi 


Things to know- 



1. The *arty is slowly being built. Its work ie not uniform on a national 
scale, it ddeslnot work collectively as a poling maker, *t is^lem©Bts 
propogates the ! policy pronounced by the big fello©. Sometime e tias 
leading peopled dont know what will be said by him at any given o^-^ 
tioa, leading to ups and- down in the general line of policy* sista&es 
are made and quickly corrected if they are brought forward by .the 
big fellow, lb some provinces the Party substitutes for tiie govern- 
ment in other t&e government for the party. They are great In agita- 
tion, but poor fin propoganda and ideological work. This is baa 
because of the Varied backgrounds, mostly intellectuals, from the 
bourgolsie, landowners and petty-bourgosie, who were in the mts. 
and now occupy most of the leading posts. They talk too many phrases, 
• ^Mtrial of the £afc traitor Rodriguez showed that even in the top 
leadership of t&eparty there are anti- communist tendencies, directed 
against the old| comrades. Only her® is it poeW>le to have anti- 
Communist "Marxists -Leninists". / 
Relations of the, old and the new Communists: When X came it was 
obvious that althb the old ones "occupied^ leading responsibilities^ 
because of theixf experience, they were not in affcosition to make 
decisions and they always took second place to some one from the 
Sts. There was a lot of loose taJJc about the«mi stakes in under- 
standing the path of the revolution, coming in late, and attempting 
to take over after "others fought 9 The trial cleared the air as 
regards to tfaei£ prestige and historic continuity ♦ as to decisions 
there is no visible change. 

The Chinese- The left phrases and conscious catering to them by the 
Chinese has hindred ideological clari^ MjEfl coaifouqded confusion. 
When I came, their literature as w>ll as Tpotskyite stuff-was all 
over the place in profusion. 11 ?f&£ the USA: the. Militant, the 
Monthly Review etc. , came in in great numbers* $A S fact most people 
had never seen & Worker or a PA* we were absent from the picture. 
The Chinese were active, everywhere and many leading people old and 
new echoed their line. Even among those woo did not agree with 
them such as Bias. Grobafff of 9&s&*Guba Socialists/ etc. neverthe- 
less in the publications they edited, there was always a tendency 
to make a mechanieal balance between the soviet and Chinese posi- 
tion, news iteis comments etc. A real mix up in the mtads of the 
young people who were loofeftng for an understanding of tprxism- 
&enlnlam.. t- ■ 4 

When the big fellow returned from his second trip, there was a 
. noticeable change in emphasis and more outspoken attitudes against 
the. Chinese position, thefffir literature distribution was curtail ed e 
the lea di ng Trotskyite » a Canadian ,was dismissed from the country * 
W^"Un» Two hundred militants they had been sending air mail to 
people here is^still coming* besides from Toronto a whole big 
mialing list of people get the world Trotksyite and Chinese litera- 
ture. Publicly, Che Qeuyara is the only one* of the top leaders 
who echoes the Chinese, line, he even pronounced in Geneva that 
the only roadf Is the one of armed struggle. The big fellow in is 
lent two speeches made real concessions to this line by "we are 
not afraid of [War". 'We dont care about aSo^io war or warl^ war. 
we are only literestad in what happens to CubaL and stuff t a that 
effect* Alhho there was surpMse and even^HJJ osition to thi&j 
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at petty bowrgois tendencies in; a big section of the 

meats irjfche recent period, suchjas the fluslov speech,* 
and proposals of the other parties regarding the 
fh, were published here. The onl# plaoe available 
press. They will have to f ac# it and will not be 
me hiding behind a soca lied neutrality. 


. ■ ■ r ( ■ - : i : 1 

Attitude towards nil- fhere is a £tr©ag anti^logo fe*lS*c smoxag 

middle claso® jfeiaag the taorter© f f»ad ^©ttaetioia 
is mte between the workers, fesmualsts aad ^he &jsgt€iri- 
" lata, ^bey are almys $lad to f@$ ©e and his$» .that 

are represented* " p<ffl$ the new co&ers into the . \ 
__rty here, they© is ao idea abo# our histories! rela* 
Loos with Cuba, about the joint struggles and -the 

Jiven by us. Whoa I emphasised these elements 8gr - 
tided in hoy, 8 X got samy- coissisats of appreciation* 
For a good many here, who hsd lived oitde? the dietator^ 
, ship and the long period whan we did not do much .to help 
them or bralreoataet with them, it 1$ naturally that tfe 
should have no idea about us. $hfey knew we bad a partgr* 
but information about us they got!; from the go called 
"left", who bad made themselves a% home here since 
£ This is true to the A very top, with few ttgiwW . 
" aoceptiojjo Rodriguez 5&bout the oaM one mho knows us and 
cares* m trying to change this by writing for Boy* * 
lectured at the diversity on the history of the m and 
its present tasks and had to return for another. 4 hours 
to answer questions* fbe interest ^aiong the youth was 
overwhelming* But we must have more literature* At 
least one hundred ifcrkers 'and #A mst come here, the 
Canadians mast send it. I always have a feeling that the? 
foreign offfe&ere does not make any effort to help us thru 
the ^EW Dork UH mission. They send bourgois stuff in 
abundance, but have failed ingpite of my constant insist® 
ence and their promises to Include the @orker 4 $bat 
Department and its head are closely connected with 
Babinowita etc. - ' "j, ' 1 

Party to Party relations! 4ltho there is a. comrade in charge of ; 

international relations* there Is no define te policy or 
regular procedure. Every problem ©set be presented a* 
hew and very proposition fought for a- new, The Cuban© 
have very little regard for formalities and if you dont 
know them you will be offended at their lack of puctuality* 
their way of making easy promises and promply forgetting 
- , about It, of pitting you in a position c£ begging for 

!ersonal favours , etc* etc. Some representatives, even of 
atin American Parties? have waited months to see the big 
fellow or get some recognition of their problems. AS a guest 
you get the attention they think you should have, Things 
are very seldomfi^olly^ settled so you. know where you stand* 
They never cairJfe^S^ySu dont thSnf of something to do* 
. ( no one^will bother about your problems* And so one is on 
tu&&&m own here, That is the picture* , Even the socialist 
countries have the same complaint and they rely on tbair 


embassies to get around. 

-that^is why it is important* that we be officially rep- 
resented at all events either by coming, or by designat- 
ing me by a special credential to represent you, and by ■ 
all means to send continuous message? for every &$^A&L Mft* 
coached in emotional and a flowery lalgauge. sMsg mm T 
they i have always rplaj ed up our stuff . 1 

% relations with otter partiee-^There are very fewirepresentatives 
from onfrer Latin American countries oh ail official aevsl. 
There are a great number of engineers, teachers and the 
like, lt°°0 from Chile alone. These people are pretty much 
split vtp on the Chinese question and isolated from their 
own countries, so that such contacts arefsot the most reliable* 
There is a Casa de las Americas with a g^'od - library of Xatin . 
Americafei literature, which makes Cuba. a good source of informs*** 
tion, but not tte best for reliable contacts. 



3- ■ •! 


My contact with the delegations from the datln American countries, f 
find the closest to? us, are the Chileans, I'hey follbw events in the 
USA and have a better appreciation of the difficulties of the ^arty* 
and show the greatest interest in our wort. | 

Of course it is the) comrades from the big country that are the most 
friendly the most afifcf^il^and the only ones with whbm one can have an 
open frank discuss! on fiSaQpiati onal and International questions* And 
so it is "fc a leased -ends@£ee&ar extent with the other socialist 
countries* nave excellent relations with the UDE people here. They 
help in every way possible, I. 

There are very few Brazilians here and from Mexico (bhere are about 1U3 
students and students from almost every l*atin American utrnJuxg country. 
This is a very important sector^ 

I suggest we look into the matter of sending a youth 

a contacts. 

To establish a system, of oontacts with the ^atin American countries* the 
following would be necessary- in Cuba to contact all who come as delegates- 

- for this I would have to represent the J?arty officialljat all events- 

- to attend confe rentes both in Latin America^ whereever possible, this 

i coulofregu lafe from here, but also, in iSurope»,SLt 1b most important t 
for in the international movement is the fee st place for contacts. 
Once or twice a year 1 could go to Europe, it would do my health 
good to get away from, this terrible heat and i could get more 
help from the Cubans for that purpose, we shall ;&eep in 

touch concretely, ■' < 


Americans in Cuba- , There is a collection of all kinds B nobody knows 
, how they got -Win and who -o*nt~them, * Here *&e$r are all red Hot* 

Most of them work at various professions, much bluff, they ftive 
well and snip© at us on the side. The "alperns axe rather 
cynical, the Sterns play around with the Chinese, There is also 
a group of Farty members, who for one reason or another came 
here, *hey claim they came with the- agreement of the ''arty. 
They have been very helpful to me and are genuinely interested 
in 1 our affairs, we nave arranged for them to be a group to 
keep up their dues and knowledge of de^velopementSt -the girl 
1 found here lk going back, it is the best, 

f - y ■ • . .. v ? .; . 

fflilliama- is £ sort of a headache for the Cubans, xhey dont know 
what to do^witb him. lie still speaks and how, but, they dont 
know what fco^do with him^ ne wanted to go t$ Africa, but they 
did not InviiSje him when hV was in Peking, so; he is disgruntled 
and claims that 1 was sent here to undermine him and the wOrafe 
enemies he has are the Communists, $e swaves a small group of 
A mer leans, but his promenance and influence, here is almost nil* 

tnamrar ^^cUBon and ftps, iacManus were here for the ^ay i"ay 
^ - j — ~ They were' treated as celebrities and given every 
he country. Aaronson made interviews in wlich ho 
ublic is aroused over the aggression against Ouea, 
e said that the only ones that do anything in the 
es who are entirely anfandoned a ^^^g^&0seQ>— 
«- visit to vrie# Province, came back and eomplained 
t know what to write about, things were confusing* 
to talk to them was treated with polite hostility. 


i&tscl, 
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it ion about the Emergency committee 



told tbsm here that it was^olding up and 


she sees no prospect bf organizing any kind of aid 
tion of the embargo, 1 That is really a aad loss sin<! 
has done remarkable sprtelce to the medical needs hei 

hopeless as she claims or is it possible to fight ou1 
establish a permanent [medical aid onfche same basis at 
tfce cyclone? 


has made remarkable progress w>th the help of the 

month to supply the 


with the exten- 
the Committee 
Is it really 

something to 
they had before 


In general the count] 

socialist countries. Pew factories are opening every 

needed machines and tools to beat the blockade. Agriculture is progressing 
with great efforts andi general mobilisation^tne suga4 harvest will meet 
all export obligations], but Cuba may have to buy sugar for home co&suption, 
due to the cyclone andjithe recent loss of 9»O0o tons by fire at Pilon, 


The country now is in the state of mobilisation both: 
sugar cane cutting. j||h4<ducatione£ program is treme 
ing altho a bit disorganized. They do everything ox 
regard to ^rganizat ional details, so much time is losfl 

and by trial and errflr something comes out. But 
are solidly behind t^e government and respond to eve] 


or defense and for 
dous and. very promis- 
&&Wr scale without 
resources wasted* 
workers , peasants 
emergency and need 


with spirit and vigour i. They say here that a Cuban would rather give his 
life in battle than do a days work. " That is a big iiroblem. to settle 
down to produce and master technique. It is a battle, , but since the 
country has had no respite from $®ad®&®&&im® and threats, it keepi the people 
on their toes* ^ / 

Socialist forms of work and ; collective effort has work! winders here. It 
is changing relations among people and Isolating the oMbourgois and 
petty bourgois tendencies. r Alhto in Havna there isfjLgr eat deal of ,> • 
erippiag and tify eWB$tyit to the? continuous fidw^a^psasagtaa . propaganda 
and rumours from Miami and from the internal underground 

This is the most inspring and the most frustrating country to work in* 

but 1 love it. * ' 


(ft* \ tOtr* 




